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. December 7, _1'979_."1_
" Sent to COUhCijﬁéﬁ Regelman, Ludke, Thermosf,f:"v"ﬂ
~Wiech, Anderson, Ki1bride;'ahdvTay]or‘ -

" “In November of 1978 the City of Red Wing received a Lawcon matching grant - . - - "

~totalling $123,000 to complete acquisition of Sorrin's Bluff parkland Tinking . =~ =~
Memorial Park and the City-owned State Training School property. For the past - .
© year, I have been representing the City Council during the negotiations to S
- purchase 174.6 acres of parkland along Sorrin's Bluff. = .. - " .

I have concentrated my efforts on the one large tract of land - 164 acres =
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Gadient, When the negotiations on a purchase

- price began in 1978, the City's appraiser (Jack Adams) estimated the market

~ value of the Ekblad, Calendar, and Gadient Tand at $120,800 for 174.6 acres -
- .at an average per acre price of $692.00 per acre. (Mr. Adams appraised each '~ = .

type of acreage individually.. This ranged from $902 per acre to $100 per acre.) . .~

~On December 5, 1979, Mr. Gadient submitted his final counter offer. ' He requests '

- ~.$1,000.00 per acre for the 164.6 acres in the original proposal package; plus, - L
" ‘he stipulates that the City must also buy at the same price per acre the other. =
10 acre parcel he owns adjacent to the 164 acres with access to E. Seventh Stoo o i

The total cost of acquisition of the 174.6 Gadient acres would be $175,000 or - = =

| .,$54,290 over the anticipated and budgeted price in 1978. - ... "~

" The Planning Staff informs me that the City may acquire fhe'éddiiion61 ]O'aéfesf}f;”*5
. .of Gadient land with Lawcon funding and delete the Ekblad and Calendar 10 acres. . .
. However, any additional costs over $120,800 are solely the City's responsibility. =

" There are three options which I would like to discuss with you during the “0ther5 ":“

E Business" portion of the Monday, December 10, 1979, -evening Council meeting. R -
1. Should the City proceed to acquire the 174.6 acres atfihe’fiﬁai négdt%ated_fﬂ*;-':~

- price of $1,000.00 per acre, making up the $54,200 from the contingency - o
fund or other surplus funds? . .. Sl e L T :

2. Should the City proceed (through the City Attorney) to:aCQUiré:fhe'okiginé1'z;  i
174.6 acres, establishing a fair market price through the eminent domain ..

process? SRR o S ;



n

3. Should the City return the Lawébn_grant and forgo furtherlrégiOnaT>Léwcdn7}f  |

- acquisition and development grants, thus Teaving the EasthedVWingbRecreathn_Zfﬁiﬁ

complex as is?

' EncTosed fs the origina]Acomparative“cost-sheets and the map f]iustr&tfng th35 ;if;_f-,*

-~ various parcels. If there are questions, feel free to contact me.

fSincereTy;,
nRobéft.Hefder,j_‘

Councilman

wi__xc Jack Arno1d ':, .
Pat Costello -




'?' is my recommendation that we utilize savings from the salary and fringe =~
- benefits which would have been ‘expended on these positions for acquisition of

~ vacant and the City Council may decide
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’ a*Tdf-jMayor;»Codn¢i1 President and Counci]memhers'ﬁ 1fftvf?7
Fr@mfigjack B. Arnold, Council Administratbfi_lﬂfi‘”vA”

- Subject: “Sorrin's BlufffPEopertyfAcquisitioh‘”“5”

. Through the efforts” of Councilmember Herder, we are now at the point where N

- -a_decision can be made on the question of acquisition of property on Sorrin's ..
. Bluff for the East Red Wing Recreation Complex. ' I support alternative - .. =

- number one which obviously requires me to recommend where we can find the:'- . .
- additional $54,200. This may seem an inconsistent recommendation in view of .
my suggestions for budgetary austerity. However, this is'not,the_case.' s

~ There' have been a number of studies that have shown that in many cases it is. ..
- more financially feasible for a city to acquire property rather than let it e
. be developed, The earliest and best known study is that of StanfOVd “ﬂ?'7‘fl ”f1
- Research Institute for the City of Palo Alto, California. This study showed -~
. -conclusively that the taxpayers would be better served by city acquisition of PR
- some of the hillsides around Palo Alto rather than to allow their development. =
“In this case I do not think it would be possible .to refuse to purchase ol
Mr. Gadient's property and then refuse to allow him to develop it. Sheuld ~. =
. this property be developed it would be a substantial net financial Toss to the -
- city forever. - -0 L sl I AT

 _'InA3anuéhy;”i980 there will be at Teast four budgeted"vacaﬁt’poéitidns¢ff1tl

the Sorrin's Bluff property. - During the year other positions will become :
- to fill one or more'oﬁiheJanuanyii;*
.. vacancies and ‘leave a later vacancy unfilled. -The result is we will start the
- 1981 budget with four less positions to finance and the property. - ... i

7’__;JBA/d’b
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 ﬁ¥che'1a$t;major*achisition.a1ong Sorrin's BIuff necessary to preserve a :
. park and trail system stretching nearly two miles along the Mississippi
 Shore and bluFflands. This can be one of the most significant public open

awqtha’Va]}éyA

-7 Red Wing'received this money because the Council endorsed the concept of .
“ .. preserving Sorrin's Bluff,:Barn Bluff, Calvill Park, Hedin Istand and the:
wi.training school as one large regicnally significant park site. "And, as a .
_;‘:.:rggiqna],ﬁark;?theaCity*s?request.for_matching'Lawcon,dgveiopment‘grants*’gg
_jz:;hasﬁ;been'}obked*on.more?faVorab1y;i_Invthexfuture,.astawcon money becomes
©' “tighter, -the regionally designated parks will receive the majority of NS
- available development dollars. - . o S :

- The" Counc’ stab]ishedaa'négdtiating.tEam;comprisedjof[CouncilmanlHéndér,
. the Councit Administrator, and the City Attorney innan attempt to purchase
'{theﬁcdhhettihgylinkﬁofzjandfwithout-the;usefof,eminentgdomain;jiOfﬂparamount
~importance.to the City's future parkland program “is- the 164.6 acres owned .*-;
~by Bernard .Gadient. - .Two other parcels of Tess importance are-the, Ekblad

and. €al Pro totalling 10 acres.. .

n the past,” the staff has demonstrated that development onthis ‘sideslope
;@and'b)uffTand,woﬂ?d?beuéxtremeTy‘expensinve;f#IhefA—R'zoningfallows“fOrjoh
chousing unit per five:acres.” No sewer and water is available to this sit:
}Bedrock;iS}Withinjtwo{fEetJoffthe-Surface_1n~many‘areas.; Because .of the.
“steep slopes, only about 80 acres would be accessible from a new roadway-.
-~ which:must:climb 250 feet vertically to utilize the 80 acres. " This would
-~ -provide 16 to 20 lots which City vehicles and equipment must service. In "
R 'uother;¢omm0nit1es“studiesfhave,indicated-that;SUCht]ow density development
- .on such steep-land costs tax dollars. No tax benefits accrue to the City.




C1ty Counc11 and Mayor o
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P1ann1ng Comm1ss1on Recommentat1on.'_ ~ S

“The Plann1ng Comm1ss1on has prev1ous1y approved this concept of preserv1ng,
».xSorr1n s-Bluff. " It is included 1n the adopted 5 year cap1ta1 Improvements
program as.a ]980'PVOJECt L , e

: P1ann1ng Staff Recommendat1on

T<The P]ann1ng Staff recommends pveserv1ng andvdeve1op1ng thrs major open
- space . for:present and future generat1ons by - proceed1ng w1th the purchase
aAof the Gadient land, at least. This insures the public's access to the -
-entivre bluff -and, reduces ‘the maintenance and ut111ty costs which. wou]d be‘“
1ncur ed if. deve]opmen occurred R :
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