
Red Wing Municipal Golf Corporation

To the Red Wing City Council: 

On June 16th, 2011 the Red Wing Girls Golf' feam made our mark in Minnesota history by winning
the AA State Champion title. Throughout our journey, we were backed by innumerable support and
cooperation from the members and staff of our home course - the Mississippi National Golf Links. 

Growing up, we all seemed to have a different story on how our passion for the game of golf
developed. One thing we all found to be a common factor though was that our passion stemmed from
the countless hours that we devoted to practicing at Mississippi National. Having such a large facility - 
a range, a large putting green, and two different 18 -hole courses- allowed for our team and other high
school members to develop the necessary skills to play and enjoy the game, while also allowing other
community members to remain on the course. 

Not only would the decision to close the Mississippi National Golf Links affect the future high school
golf teams, but also the community as a whole. Several community members are avid golfers who feel
at home when playing at Mississippi. The course and its staff accommodate all visitors and members: 
seniors, teenagers, couples, families, and small children. The Lowland Course allows for easy walking
and exercise for those who do not wish to take motorized carts. The Highlands Course, on the other
hand, has gained a reputation around the Midwest for having incredible scenery due to the elevation on
which it is located. Both are unique courses that attract people from all around Minnesota and
surrounding areas. These visitors not only stop at the golf course, but several ask about and visit our
downtown area. This provides our local businesses with new customers everyday. 
We, as a former team, feel passionately about our home course. Five out of the six members of the 2011
Varsity Girls Golf Team have continued golfing while in college. This demonstrates the passion we
have all developed for the game, our skills that allowed us to continue on with our journeys, and our
knowledge of different courses around the country. We can honestly say that Mississippi is a one -of -a- 
kind golf course and facility. Tt is our home. Closing the course will result in an incredible loss to our
community and to the game of golf itself. Without the presence of Mississippi National, our team never
would have accomplished our state title." 

Sincerely, 

The 2011 Girls Golf AA State Champions

Katie Kesti

University of Nebraska -Omaha

Division 1 Women' s Golf Team Member

Ashley Brooks

Drake University

Division 1 Women' s Golf Team Member

Danielle Brooks

Drake University

Division 1 Women' s Golf Team Member
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Anna Busch

University of Wisconsin -Stout

Division 3 Women' s Golf Team Member

Marisa Toivonen

Augustana College

Division 2 Women' s Golf Team Member

Nikki Pasch

University of Wisconsin - Madison
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Levi Martinka

9530 Garrison Way
Eden Prairie, MN, 55347

1/ 12/ 2013

City of Red Wing
315 West 4th Street

Red Wing, MN55066

Dear City Council of Red Wing, 

I am writing to you about the situation with the Mississippi National Golf' Course; asking you
not to get rid of the course. 

Every summer my grandpa and I play a couple rounds of golf there. It is one of the highlights of
my summer. Sometimes we meet my uncle down there, my younger brother and dad play with us as
well. It is really an awesome experience and bonding time with my grandpa. The course itself makes it
a lot more enjoyable as well; the beauty of the course, along with the fact that it is two courses allows
us to stay down in Red Wing to play the next day as well. It is my grandpa' s favorite course and I know
he has just as good of a time as I do when we play there creating memories that last a lifetime. 

This course is not just a beautiful course but also a community; it brings people together, like
my family, and also builds friendship. Golf is a sport that can mean so much, anything from a business
outing to a family get - together, and getting rid of this course would break all those personal and
interpersonal ties. I ask of you to not take away this course from the community and my family. 

As I go to college in the next couple years I know that I will not see my grandpa as much as I do
now, but every summer, just like the past, I know that I will make the short trek down to Mississippi

National Golf course to spend time with my grandpa and of my memories ofyears past. And as my
brother grows older I want him to be able to learn to play golf here as well, just like 1 have. 

Thank you so much for your consideration

Levi Martinka



G. Board of Directors

John Kjolhaug, President, earned a Bachelor of Science in Animal
Science from North Dakota State University. He has worked in
Technical Services and is presently a District Sales and Marketing
Manager, providing management consultation to dairy producers and
computer /software training to dealer staff. He has coached Red Wing
Little League baseball and chaperoned church youth groups to

Texas /Mexico and to the Southeast U. S. to build houses. 

Gary Fridell, Vice - President, earned a B. A. from Hamline
University and a J. D. from the University of Minnesota Law School. 
After serving in the Peace Corps in Malaysia, he was Assistant Ramsey
County Attorney and Ramsey County Juvenile Court Referee. 
Returning to Red Wing, he was in private law practice and was the
Goodhue County Attorney. Now semiretired, he has continued as
Goodhue County Examiner of Titles. He has experience in general law

practice, criminal law, government law, and real estate law. He has

served on the Red Wing School Board, his church' s Finance
Committee and Endowment Committee, and coached youth softball

and basketball at the YMCA and coached girls' basketball at Red Wing
High School. 

Joan Collinge, Secretary, graduated from Red Wing High School, 
then earned a degree in Computer Programming /Operations from the

Red Wing /Winona Technical College. She was a small business owner
for 25 years, a Customer Service Professional at Jostens, and an

Assistant Manager at Thrifty White Pharmacy in Red Wing. She has

extensive experience with tax, payroll, accounting, bookkeeping, and
business management. She is currently retired and is a volunteer for
the Fairview Hospital Auxiliary and the Heart Association. 



Chris Crider, Treasurer, earned a B. S. in accounting from the
University of Minnesota. He has been tax manager for the Red Wing
Shoe Company since 1995. He has over 30 years of experience in tax

and financial accounting with Lend Lease Trucks, U. S. Bank, Kraft
Foods, and United Health Care. He is a member of Tax Executives

Institute. He played a large role in the setup of Red Wing' s
participation in the Minnesota Youth Soccer Association, sitting on the
Board for seven years, including one year as president. He has been

a mentor in the Red Wing YMCA Y Pals program, served on his
church' s Council and on a Joint Powers Board for youth recreation. 

Jim Clark, Director -At- Large, earned a Bachelor of Mechanical

Engineering from the University of Minnesota. He was a

manufacturing engineer and manager, involved with capital project

sponsorship and implementation and equipment rebuilding, and was
responsible for planning and plan implementation in a foundry plant of
350 to 650 employees. He served on the plant management Board of

Directors for many years. 

Erik Fridell, a graduate of Red Wing High School, has recently been
studying sustainable management through the University of
Wisconsin. He has worked in the service industry for over ten years
in various capacities, including assistant banquet supervisor ( staff
training, banquet setup, large concert and event coordination, 
weddings, etc.); currently, he is employed as the Senior Sales
Associate at Villa Bellezza winery in Pepin, Wisconsin. He has spent

the last decade co- owning two businesses in the music production
field, specializing in event promotions and production, talent

management and buying, and promotional graphic design. 

David Hanft has an A. A. degree in business management and is

presently working on A. S. degrees in law enforcement and criminal
justice. He also has held licenses in insurance, property and casualty, 
life and health, and credit life. He has a license from the Securities



and Exchange Commission. He has been employed as a finance

manager for Red Wing Ford and Chrysler, has been the owner and
agent of an insurance business, and has been a retail store manager. 

He has experience with financial management, website management, 

and data management. He is knowledgeable about marketing and
sales, human resources, and inventory control. 

Judith Kjome graduated from Red Wing High School and attended
Winona State College. She worked for 28 years for Sorenson

Broadcasting Corporation, responsible for accounting, advertising
commercials, community events, and public relations. She serves as

a treasurer for the Fairview Red Wing Auxiliary and P. E. O., a

philanthropic educational organization. She was a leader in

establishing a girls' competitive swim program at Red Wing High
School, and has extensive community involvement: Red Wing Area

Food Shelf, Red Wing Area Seniors, Faith in Action, church, and
fundraiser for the Mississippi Shuffle Cancer Walk. 

Dean Lund, born in South Africa, was recruited by U. S. Bank to the
United States as a computer consultant specializing in banking
software. He earned a diploma in computer programming in 1980. 
He has worked at various U. S. financial institutions since 1983. 

Jan Pinsonneault earned a B. A. in Computer Systems and a B. A. in

Business Administration from the University of Wisconsin, and has
completed the coursework for an MBA. She has many years of

experience as Senior Database Administrator, and is currently the
Senior Database Administrator for Accenture, performing computer
support for Xcel Energy' s large systems. She has also been the

Supervisor of Information Systems at the Prairie Island Nuclear Plant. 

She has volunteered as a Girl Scout troop leader, neighborhood
representative for her church, and worked with the League of Women

Voters. 



Mike Richards was born, educated, and started his insurance career

in the San Francisco Bay area. He and his family moved to Minnesota
in 1968, where he was vice president of insurance /risk management

services for Kraus - Anderson Companies. A resident of Red Wing for
34 years, Mike liquidated two insurance agencies and formed the

Musty- Barnhart agency. Later, he became vice president of Citizens

Security Insurance Company. Mike was a member of the Red Wing
Rotary Club for many years, and was president of his church council. 

Currently retired, he has served as a volunteer for the Red Wing Area
Seniors and for Faith in Action. He has been a member of Mississippi

National Golf Links since its inception. 

Robert W. Tjossem earned an A. A. degree from Worthington

Community College, a

B. A. and a DDS from the University of Minnesota, and a Small

Community Water Operator's Certificate from the University of
California. After practicing dentistry in Crookston, Minnesota for 27

years, he became the Manager /Operator of a small community utility
system in Idaho for 5 years. In Crookston, he was president of the

Jaycees, a member and Chair of the Board of Riverside Hospital, and

a School Board member. In Idaho, he was a Fire District

Commissioner and a volunteer firefighter. 

Greg Turner graduated from the University of Wisconsin- Stevens
Point with degrees in Resource Management and Environmental Law

Enforcement. Presently retired, his career involved Natural Resources

Law Enforcement, criminal and background investigation, training, 
and personnel supervision. 


































