
Red Wing Sister Cities Commission
2017 Student Application for Ikata Cultural Exchange 

PART 1 - Fill in the blanks 
Name: ____________________________
Date of Birth:  _____/______/______ (month/day/year) 
Grade (this school year):      8th       9th       10th       11th  
Address:  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________    Age ____________  
Name _____________________________________    Age ____________  
Name _____________________________________    Age ____________

Have any of your siblings participated in the Ikata Exchange Program?  Yes  No
Do you have any special medical requirements? (including food allergies, medications,
insulin, etc.)       Yes       No      If yes, please explain: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
What experience do you have with travel? Out of State? Out of country?
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the longest time you have been away from your family? What was the situation
and how did you feel without them?
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
You will be eating foods/meals that are different from American traditional foods. Are you
willing to try these and be a gracious guest?       Yes       No
Are there any exceptions? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________ 
Home Telephone:_______________________________
Mobile Number: _______________________________
Parent/Guardian 1:___________________________________________________ 
Occupation: ________________________________________________________ 
Employed by: _______________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian 2:___________________________________________________ 
Occupation: ________________________________________________________ 
Employed by: _______________________________________________________ 
List brothers/sisters and their ages:  



PART 2 - Essays

1. Why would you like to be a part of the Ikata, Japan exchange program?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. What are your expectations for going to Japan?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. The Ikata, Japan exchange is a wonderful learning experience. What do you hope to
learn and experience during your visit? What do you hope to learn from the experience
itself? What do you feel you can do to prepare prior to arriving in Japan?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. What do you look forward to sharing with the students and host families in Ikata?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe the qualities or skills you possess that will make you a good candidate.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________



6. As part of the Ikata exchange you will represent the city of Red Wing as an ambassador.
What do you see as qualities that make a good ambassador and do you possess these
qualities?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
One of the requirements for being a part of the Ikata Exchange is sharing your experience
with the community. This can include things like writing blog posts and speaking to groups. 
Can you share what skills you possess that will assist you in completing this part of the role?
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What do you look forward to sharing when Red Wing hosts the students from Japan?
(Families are encouraged, but not required, to host in RW.) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
Do you consider yourself an        A,        B, or        C student? Please explain:
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
What hobbies or special interests do you have?
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________



PART 3 - Other

TWO letters of reference are required:

1. From a current teacher
2. From another teacher/coach/community leader

Please contact your references directly to request letters of recommendation. In order to 
be considered, they must be received by the Sister Cities Commission by mail or email 
before the application deadline.

Do you give permission to the Sister Cities Commission to contact any of your teachers, 
coaches, club leaders, employers, for more information?       Yes       No

Would your family be willing to host a student from Ikata this summer?  Yes  No

Would your parent or guardian be willing to serve on the Red Wing Sister Cities 
Commission?       Yes       No
More info, please: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Submission Instructions 
Save completed application and return to Sister Cities Staff Liaison - email address listed 
at http://www.red-wing.org/sistercitiescommission.html, or click Submit Application below 
(a valid email address and internet connection is required).
Only typed and complete applications will be considered. Application deadline is Dec 9.

http://www.red-wing.org/sistercitiescommission.html
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