
thResponsestoQuestionsandPointsRaisedattheApril19 Public
MeetingontheProposedSaleofMississippiNationalGolfLinks

1. Publicgreenspacemustbeprotected.      
Response: Theuserestrictionswillpreservethelandforthesepurposes.  

2. Deedrestrictionsareaproblem.    
Response: Wearewellawareoftherestrictionsandareaccommodatingthemin
theprocess. Theywillbeaddressed.  

3. TheSellersintendedthelandtobepubliclyowned.    
Response: Nodocumentprovidesforpublic “ownership”. Availabilityforpublic
useisthekey, andthatisbeingprotected.  

4. Thelegislativeprocesswasapproacheddubiously.    
Response: StaffisoperatingunderCityCouncildirection. Further, anyspecial
legislationneedstobeapprovedbytheCouncilbeforeitbecomesoperative.  

5. TheCouncilshouldapplyrulesthatapplytopubliclydedicatedlandsandparks.   
Response:  No, thoserulesareuniquetopropertydedicatedonaplat. Theydo
notapplyhere.  

6. Thereshouldbereasonablenoticeofapossiblesale.    
Response: Theprocesswillprovidesuchnoticeandampleopportunitiesforinput
onthemeritsofasale.  

7. Thelandisnot “surplus”.    
Response: IftheCouncilfindsthesalefeasibleandinthepublicinterest, a
declarationthatitissurpluswouldbeproper.  

8. Threeappraisalsshouldbedone.    
Response: Nosuchrequirementexistsunderlaworthecharter. Itisthe
Council’sprerogative. ThepublicRFPprocesswillthehighestpossiblevalueis
achieved. 
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9. Morethan45daysshouldbeallowedforintheRFPprocess.  
Response: Sameas8above, neitherstatelawnorcharterdictatethese
specifics.  

10. Whodraftedthe2008lease?    
Response: Itwastheproductofmanymeetingsanddrafts. Council
representativeswerepartofprocessandbothparties’ attorneysparticipated.  

11.  Thedeedrestrictionswillbeacloudontitle.    
Response: Obviouslyasalewillnotcloseifthebuyerisconcernedwiththe
statusoftitle.  

12.  Thelandshouldbesoldforagriculturaluse.    
Response: Uselimitationsonmostofthelanddonotallowit.  

13.  WhataretherealestatetaxespaidbyMississippiNationalGolfLinks?    
Response: The2011propertytaxesare $50,620. Thecityreceivesaportionof
this. Propertytaxeswouldnotchangeifasaleweretransacted. Allcityproperty
leasedandoperatedinacommercialcapacityalreadypayspropertytaxes.  

14.  TheannualcosttothecityasindicatedintheCity’sreportisnotsupportedby
actualdata.    
Response:  Therevenuesandexpendituresforthegolfcoursefrom2008 – 2010
areaccuratelydocumentedintheCity’sPowerPoint.   

Perhapsamoresignificantdiscussionisthefutureanticipatedpubliccosts
associatedwithcontinuingtoholdtheproperty. For2011theCityhadoriginally
budgeted $111,350foroperationalcostsalone. The2011operatingbudgetwas
reducedby $66,350, from $111,350to $45,000astheresultofabudget
compromisedreachedbyMayorHoweandtheCouncilmembersonDecember
27, 2010. Thiscompromiseprovidedadditionaldirectiontoexaminethe
feasibilityofsellingthepropertyin2011.   

Significantcapitalinvestmentshavebeendelayedatthegolfcourseforthenext
fouryears. Capitalhasbeendelayedduetosignificantbudgetarychallenges
necessitatinga $500,000reductionincapitalexpendituresfrom $2.1millionto
1.6million.   

Reinvestmentincapitalisimportanttothepreservationofinfrastructure. The10
yearcapitalimprovementplanforthegolfcourseincludes $800,500incapital
expendituresalone. Addingoperatingcostsontopofthecapitalresultin
significanttaxpayersupportedexpendituresestimatedat $1.6millionoverthe
nexttenyears.  
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thCommentsOfferedattheApril19 PublicMeetingontheProposed
SaleofMississippiNationalGolfLinks

1. Sellotherpropertyorshutdowntheincinerator.  
2. Supportthesaleoptionduetobudgetconcerns; don’tneedagovernmentrun

golfcourse, thecurrentoperatorwillkeepitagolfcourse.  
3. Cityisblackmailingresidents; weneedperformancemeasurementsandtorid

thecityofobsoletepositions.  
4. Weallhavethesamegoal, wewanttokeepthegolfcourse.  
5. Don’twantmytaxdollarsgoingtoMississippiNational, therearebetterwaysto

spentit; anddon’tspendmoretaxdollarsonanappraisal.   
6. MississippiNationalisjustacashflowproblem – cityshouldbondforcapital

improvement; objecttouseofword ‘subsidy’; onlycitizenpollthatmeans
anythingistheonetakenwhencitizensagreedtobuildthecourse; justtelling
citizensthattaxeswillincreaseorserviceswillbecutarefalsechoices; we
shouldbeconsolidatingdepartmentandincreasingproductivity.  

7. Sellgolfcourseforcash, noterms.  
8. Ifyoulookforwardyouwillseethegolfcoursewillbringinmoneytocovercosts,  

itwillgeneraterevenue; useyourimagination/callonvolunteers.  
9. OpenspaceisarealvalueandattractsyoungfamiliestoRedWing.  
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