
Summer Engagement Project 2017
City of Red Wing & Live Healthy Red Wing partnership



1,300 People   
4,600 Responses

We brought our fun “pop-up station” to a wide range of local events

• July 2    Goodhue County 
Historical Society Free 
Ice Cream Social

• July 7 Dollar Night at the 
Red Wing Water Park

• July 7 Citizen’s Assembly Group
Learning about Local Government

• July 12 Summer Lunch Program-Colvill Park

• July 12 Summer Concert-Central Park

• July 13-18 Red Wing Public Library

• July 18 Red Wing CARE Clinic

• July 20 Jordan Towers Lunch Hour

• July 21 Kid’s Junction at Sunnyside School

• July 22 Red Wing Farmer’s Market

• July 25 BMI Network Group at Ignite

• August 1 Night to Unite (30 locations!)

• August 4-6 River City Days (20 hours!)

• August 10 Guns & Hoses



Each person wrote their responses to two 
questions: What do you like most about Red 
Wing? What would make Red Wing a better 
place to live? They answered anonymously 
and put their own numbered sticker on their 
neighborhood. The map and stickers helped 
us see what areas we were reaching. It also 
linked answers to a resident’s census block.



Incentives and Fun! 
Large, blue foam blocks drew kids and families to our tent.

People who answered Question Cards entered into 
multiple drawings for $100 gift cards in Red Wing. We 
wanted to say thank you for people giving of their time.





Project had Good Reach Across the Community
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Who We Reached:  Every Neighborhood was Represented



Neighborhoods Where the Reach Matched the Population Percentage



Neighborhoods Where We Reached More People than the Population Percentage



Areas Where We Didn’t Reach as Many People as the Population Percentage



What Did Residents Say? 
Most Popular Answers to Question #1:

“What do you like most about Red Wing?”

Sense of community and “small-town feel”

Natural environment and parks

All the different things to do

The strong sense of history



What Did Residents Say? 
Most Popular Answers to Question #2:

“What would make Red Wing a better place to live?”

More businesses, especially in downtown

More events & activities, especially for youth

Improve accessibility 
(sidewalks, bike trails, public transportation)



Broad Themes – What Do People Like Most about Red Wing?

The Economy
395 Responses

• Strong & Vibrant 
Business Community

• Community Amenities 
(such as pool, Y, etc.)

• Historic Downtown

• Jobs & low cost of living

Parks, Land Use &
Built Environment

1,354 Responses

• Scenic / Natural Setting

• Parks & Open Space 
System

• River and Access to River

• Biking/Hiking Trails

• Outdoor Activities & 
Events 

Community 
Connections &

Access. Government
880 responses

• Welcoming, Friendly 
People

• Small Town Atmosphere

• Sense of Community

• Positive Community 
Attitude



Physical and Mental 
Health

149 Responses

• Outdoor Recreational 
Opportunities

• Specific Amenities 
(such as YMCA, Pools, 
ELC, Library)

• Walkable Community

• Medical Services

Getting Around
245 Responses

• Walkable Community

• Ease of Access (including 
low congestion)

• Location proximity to 
metro areas

• Recreational Biking and 
Hiking Trails

Arts & Culture

391 Responses

• Historic Resources

• Arts & Cultural Events

• Arts Institutions 
(such as Arts Assoc., 
Sheldon Theatre, etc.)

• Churches

Broad Themes – What Do People Like Most about Red Wing?



Lifelong Learning
130 Responses

• Schools and Educational 
System

• Red Wing Library

• Other organizations 
(such as ELC, Y, etc.)

Public Safety
91 Responses

• General Sense of Safety

• Low Crime Rate and 
Peaceful Community

• Quality Emergency 
Response Services

• Street Environment and
Walkability

Environmental 
Resiliency

30 Responses

• Natural Surroundings & 
River

• Environmental Education 
(such as ELC and City Park 
Naturalists)

• Preservation of Natural 
Resources

Broad Themes – What Do People Like Most about Red Wing?



Broad Themes: What Do People Like Most About Red Wing?         

Housing
17 Responses

• Historic Neighborhoods 
and Homes

• Reasonable Cost of Living

• Neighborhoods and 
Housing Stock



The Economy
819 Responses

• Bring in specific 
businesses 

• More services & 
amenities and events

• Expanded farmers 
market & food options

• More living wage jobs

Parks, Land Use &
Built Environment

351 Responses

• Park Improvement 
Ideas

• Things for youth and 
families to do

• Trail Improvements

• More recreational 
activities

Community 
Connections &

Access. Government
328 Responses

• More programs, activities, 
events, especially for 
youth

• Improve equity, diversity, 
and inclusion 

• More services and 
amenities

• Better communication and 
access to government

Broad Themes – What Would Make Red Wing a Better Place to Live?



Getting Around
308 Responses

• More bike & pedestrian 
improvements

• Transit improvements

• Traffic and parking 
suggestions

• Construction is 
inconvenient

Physical and Mental 
Health

171 Responses

• Improved access to 
healthy food options

• Improvements that 
encourage active living

• More services & amenities

• Equitable access to 
services (ADA, ESL, and 
other special needs)

Broad Themes – What Would Make Red Wing a Better Place to Live?

Arts and Culture
163 Responses

• More activities and events 
for youth and families

• More teen and adult 
evening activities

• Entertainment of all kinds:
--music, movies, theater
--festivals, parades, fireworks
--galleries, museums, history
--public art, culture, education



Housing
118 Responses

• More affordable places 
to live

• More housing to meet 
the demand

• Help the homeless

• Maintain and improve the 
housing we already have

Public Safety
105 Responses

• Make pedestrian access 
improvements

• Improve unsafe street 
conditions

• Address crime, violence, 
drug use

• Inadequate law 
enforcement & EMT

• Concerns about possible 
racial bias

Broad Themes – What Would Make Red Wing a Better Place to Live?

Lifelong Learning
136 Responses

• More activities and 
services for youth

• General ideas for 
improving the school 
district

• College and career 
development

• More early childcare 
options



Make Red Wing a Better Place to Live?                  

Environmental 
Resiliency
44 Responses

• Improve green living
(transportation, 
technology, food options)

• Improve waste 
management

• More preservation and 
conservation

• More education and 
awareness

TO COME: Based on the data, we are 

learning what residents have said 

based on where they live. Do people 

have different needs or wants based 

on their neighborhood in Red Wing? 

We’ll share results in March 2018. 


